Both girls sprang up in bed. " What in the world? " gasped
Gabrielle, while Julia scowled ominously.
Rene waved the letter in their faces. " Sue! " she exclaimed, and
sat down abruptly on the bed.
Gabrielle grabbed the note before Julia could reach it.
" DEAR FOLKS," she read aloud.
" Don't be angry, but Jerald and I will be married by the time
you read this. We'll be married in Hudson, Wis., and from there
we're going east for a three weeks' honeymoon.
" We'll be staying at the Plaza Hotel in New York for at least
two weeks, so won't you be swell people and send us a telegram?
"I love you all.
SUE."
The letter fell from Gabrielle's fingers. " Well! " she said.
"Well, I'll be darned!"
Julia flounced out of bed. " If that isn't melodramatic! Just like
Sue!"
" I think it's sweet," Gabrielle defended her sister. " And when
has Sue ever been melodramatic? She's the one perfecdy normal
member of this family."
" Let me tell ma and father," begged Rene, now enjoying her role
the bearer of such important news.
She bounced into her parents' room, closely followed by Gabrielle
and Julia. " Father! Ma! Guess what! " she cried.
In the moment's silence that followed, the three girls crowded
around the bed.
" Sue's eloped! " yelled Rene so loudly that everyone jumped.
" What! " chorused Mary and James.
Scornfully, Julia read the note to them.
V.Whew!" said James, reaching absently for his robe. "Jolly
litde Sue. Who would have thought it? And why did they need to
elope? We wouldn't have banned the marriage, would we, Mary? "
Mary sank back on her pillow. " Well, I never! The first marriage
in the family, and it had to be like this. What will people say? "
What the family said was plenty. When the boys straggled down
to breakfast, they found the kitchen buzzing with excitement. Each
new arrival received the same greeting: " Sue's married! "
Jimmy said, " Huh. I'm not surprised." He patted Julia on the
head and slid into his chair. " Better tie an anchor to the next one,
dearie."
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